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An interdisciplinary approach to the complex factors
influencing health and disease locally and around the world




What an eventful year it has been! The academic
vear 2019-2020 marks the 4th year that the Global
Health Studies Program has offered a major. This

year we have all been tested by a pandemic that
has upended our lives in unprecedented ways. But
Global Health Studies students, faculty, and staff
are resilient, and what we learn together, and what
we do here in our Program and beyond is more
relevant than ever. As people who are passionate
about global health, students, faculty, and staff in
our Program have worked together with our local
and global partners to adjust and learn from this
experience in ways that are creative, hopeful, and

exciting. | invite you to look back at some of these

great accomplishments.
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GHS STUDENT RESEARCH

8 Honors GHS students completed theses & posters in 2019-20.

Moral Politics of HIV/AIDS: Impacts of PEPFAR in Uganda

Meghan Lindell, BS Global Health Studies
Dr. Theodore Powers, Faculty Mentor

I;
THe UNIVERSITY
OF lowA

To axamine the political and social history of HIVIADS
in Uganda and how American morals in the
Prasident’s Emargency Plan for AIDS Ralief
(PEPFAR) influence Uganda's HV/AIDS work. This
project reviews existing literature on PEPFAR's
funding regulations and the morals this funding
imposes both on individual and systamic lavals.
Written in PEPFAR are specific regulations and a
prevantion framework centarad around sexual
behavior changes, each following a conservative athic
influenced by Christianity. Adhering to this ideclogical
bant created a complax HIV/AIDS treatment and
prevantion schama and alterad social perspactives on
sax and saxuality,

Brief History

The first AIDS cases can be traced to the viclence and
sociotal upheaval during the Tanzanian-Ugandan YWar,
Then Ugandan President |di Amin‘s military was
known to rape and pillage, leading to migration and a
social environment wherein sex became an
increasingly more important currency for money and
goods. President Museveni came to power in 1986
and created a commitiee dedicated to AIDS work.
Studies during the 19890s showed a decline in HIV
seroprevalence, promipting international attention and
interest. During this time Museveni created tha
Ugandan AIDS Commission to oversee HIV/AIDS work
and promoted messages to encourage reducing the
number of sexual partners and sexual contact. Prior to
PEPFAR's announcement First Lady Janet Museveni
and Christian organizations lobbied Congress,
requesting funding for abstinence programs and
expressing discomfort about condom promotion.
Uganda's HIV/AIDS work continued to be exemplified
by international actors. In 2003 President Bush
announces PEPFAR. The following year, Uganda
receives $31 million from PEPFAR.

The funding program PEFFAR set aside billions of
dollars for HIVIAIDS work in target countries, Uganda
baing one of them. Uganda also provided tha
framework for what programs PEFFAR supports,
namely the ABC prevention approach:

A- Abstinence until marriage

B- ba faithful

C- use condoms
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Abstinence is heavily emphasized via PEPFAR
funding earmarked for abstinence-only pravention
program. Monogamy is idealized, and condom usa
is not prioritized.

+  Sexual education in public schools does
not mention condoms and often is
abstinance-only

+  Condom use and disiribution
encouragad for high risk populations but
PEPFAR's anti-prostitution pledge and
conflicting governmant reports has led to
condoms falling by the wayside

«  Enwvironmant for non-governmantal organizations
radically impactad by the influx of funding and
types nl programs PEPFAR will support

PEPFAR recipiant organizations often
must aller pravantion programs o focus
aither on abstinence and faithfulness or
condoms
Faith-based organizations more easily
maat PEPFAR criterion and recaive
larger sums of money. Thesa
organizations have more credence and
spread abstinence massages and
condemn some saxual behaviors.
PEPFAR funding helps recast Ugandan
perspectives on HIV/IAIDS and sexuality and
enabled the government to regulate sexual
behavior

+  Young people are inundated with the

ABC messages to prevent HIV/AIDS.
Many view people living with HIV as
promiscuous and attach stigma to HIV.
Focusing prevention afforts on behavior
change eroded the space between
individual freedom and government
control over citizens, most evident in the
2015 law criminalizing sama-sex
relationships.
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Conclusions

Uganda's HIV/AIDS work relies on PEPFAR. While
PEPFAR no lenger earmarks funding for abstinence
and monogamy programs, prevention messages and
organizations PEPFAR supports continue to affect
Ugandan perceptions of sexuality and HIWVAIDS.
PEFPFAR recipient organizations and targeted
programmatic activities help codify morals and
conditions surrounding sex pravicusly not a part of the
culture. The ABC message was never inharenthy
Ugandan, and a layperson's sexual behavior was not a
big government concern. Mow PEPFAR has ushered
in a new envircnment where sexual behavior and
HIV/AIDS are not merely a sociocultural matter but are
systematically defined and legislated in accordance to
miore conservative Christian moral standards.

3 GHS students received
Stanley Awards for
International Research
(Ecuador, Chile, India),

before travel was canceled
due to Covid-19.

Research conducted by GHS majors,
Naomi Marroquin (“Records Immigrant
Stories”) and Emma Sillman (“Surveys

Medication Trends™) was chosen for

the 2020 U lowa Dare to Discover
campaign.




GHS STUDENT LEADERSHIP

GHS seniors
Devonte Chism (L)
and Shemaa
Dafalla (R) received

2020 CDE Student
Leadership Awards.

Led by GHS major
Lindsay Cobb, U lowa
student org
ImmUNITY won the
2020 “Qutstanding
Contribution to the
Greater Community”
award.

GHS major Charlotte Lenkaitis
served as the Executive Director of
the Food Pantry at lowa which won
the 2020 "QOutstanding
Philanthropic Contribution to the
Ul Campus by a Student Org”
award.




GHS STUDENT
LOCAL/GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT

For the 6th year of the GHS internship
program with the Swami Vivekananda
Youth Movement in Mysuru, India, 3 GHS
students completed virtual internships in
summer 2020.
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GHS major, Kayla Garter (L), works for food justice with Grow Johnson County.
GHS senior, Ashley Morrow (C), was recognized during International Education
Week 2019 for her commitment to international education on campus and abroad.

GHS alum, Lucas Fagre (R), won a Fulbright Award to Bulgaria & Romania.



GHS FAGULTY
TEACHING & RESEARCH

Dr. Sokhieng Au (GHS Lecturer) created a
new GHS Capstone course, “Case Studies

in Global Health Inequities: Advocacy and
Assessment in Humanitarian Crises.”

Dr. Carly Nichols (GHS/GSS) shared OBERMANN PRESENTS
her expertise on the effects of Covid-
19 on local and global food systems
for the U lowa Obermann Center’s
“Pandemic Insights.”

BRANDIJANSSEN
& CARLY NICHOLS

Dr. Waltraud Maierhofer (GHS/GRMN) was
awarded Developmental Studies Hybridoma
Bank funding to support her research on the
representation of people with disabilities in

German writing and film.

Dr. Alberto Ortiz Diaz (GHS/HIST) published
“Pathologizing the Jibaro: Mental and
Social Health in Puerto Rico’s Oso Blanco
(1930s — 1930s),” in The Americas (Volume
11, Issue 3, July 2020).




Contact Us:
Global Health Studies Program
Division of Interdisciplinary Programs
University of lowa

globalhealthstudies@uiowa.edu
https://clas.uiowa.edu/global-health-studies/

319-384-1328

Follow Us on Facebook:

Make a gift to the GHSP:
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